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Chief Executive Chui Sai On, 

Dear guests, 

Ladies and gentlemen, 

Good morning! 

 

I am very pleased to be here for the 2013 Macao International Environment 

Cooperation Forum & Exhibition. On behalf of the Chinese Ministry of 

Science and Technology, I would like to extend our heartfelt congratulations 

to the opening of the forum and warmest welcome to all the participants. 

 

Currently, green growth is in full swing around the globe. The 2013 MIECF 

embraces the new ideas of the times and takes “Sustainable Cities----the Way 

towards a Green Future” as the theme. I am sure the forum will contribute 

greatly to international environment collaborations in the context of 

globalization. 

 

China is witnessing rapid progress in industrialization, urbanization and 

modern agriculture development. The country is at a critical period in building 

a well-off society, and is facing great pressure from the constraint of energy, 

natural resources and eco-environment. The only way out for the country is to 



accelerate the transformation of economic growth pattern, integrate economic 

development, poverty alleviation, livelihood improvement with energy 

conservation, emissions reduction, environment protection and climate change 

mitigation. Against this backdrop, the Chinese government made a strategic 

decision to develop circular economy and achieve green growth. Later on, the 

18
th

 CPC National Congress put forward the concept of ecological progress. 

All these have provided golden opportunities for green growth in China.  

 

Today, we are gathering here to discuss issues such as energy saving and 

emissions reduction, renewable energies, green transportation, green buildings, 

management of wastes and water resources, and exhibit related technologies. 

The goal is to exchange ideas on the latest products, technologies and services 

in these areas in a bid to support the global efforts on resource saving and 

environment protection.  

Science and innovation is the driving force for green growth. 

Internationally speaking, both developed countries and emerging economies 

are pushing forward green growth through scientific innovation. The green 

industry reform based on technology breakthroughs is picking up speed. Many 

countries are competing in such emerging industries as energy conservation, 

environment protection, clean production and new materials for economic 

high ground. It is our common choice to achieve green growth through science 

and innovation.  

The Chinese government highlights the supporting role of innovation to 

green growth. The National Outline on Medium and Long-term Science and 



Technology Development Program (2006-2020) has identified “setting up 

technology progress model for circular economy in main sectors and cities so 

as to provide sci-tech support for building resource-saving and 

environment-friendly society” as one of the seven objectives for sci-tech 

development in the coming 15 years. Over the past few years, remarkable 

innovation achievements have been made in developing circular economy and 

promoting green growth.  

I. Strengthen science and technology planning that underpins green growth. 

MOST and other ministries jointly issued and implemented Public Action 

Plan on Energy Conservation and Emissions Reduction, 12
th

 Five-year Plan 

on Green Manufacturing, and dozens of other plans and actions on prevention 

and control of air pollution, waste utilization, green building, public health 

and bio-medicine. Priority is given to technologies related to people's life, 

such as ecology and environment, energy saving, emissions reduction, and 

circular economy so as to develop a modern industrial system for low-carbon 

and green growth. 

II. Strengthen research and commercialization of green technologies. Clean 

production technologies were studied, demonstrated, and promoted in iron and 

steel, chemical, non-ferrous metal and leather-making industries. Energy 

saving and environmental protection were fostered, with more than 600 pilot 

projects implemented across China in the 11
th

 Five-year Plan period. China's 

environmental protection industry has become less polluting, less 

energy-consuming and highly beneficial. To reduce pollutants and recycle 

waste, technology innovation was facilitated to recycle slags, used products, 



waste metals, and household waste. Moreover, systematic studies have been 

carried out on prevention and control of lake, drinking water, air and soil 

pollution.  

III. Enhance innovation capacity for green growth. MOST and other ministries 

jointly implemented pilot projects of new energy vehicles, solid state lighting 

and PV industry. Close to 30, 000 energy-saving and new energy vehicles are 

running on the roads of 25 cities. Green growth pilot zones, like Yangling 

Agricultural High-tech Industries Demonstration Zone and Caofeidian 

Circular Economy Zone were established, offering valuable experience of 

agricultural waste recycling, treatment and recycling of urban household 

waste and industrial waste, energy and water saving. Besides, human 

resources have been developed in the areas of energy saving, emissions 

reduction, ecological and environmental protection and low-carbon economy, 

forming experienced technology teams that are dedicated to green growth.                     

 

However, we are also sober-minded that China is at an important juncture of 

economic restructuring. Energy saving,  environmental protection and 

emissions reduction are still very challenging. In order to address unbalanced, 

non-coordinated and non-sustainable development, science and innovation 

should play a bigger role in promoting circular economy and driving green 

growth.  

First, enhance the research and development of key generic technologies. 

Through major national R&D programs and projects, integrated innovation 

will be accelerated to develop key technologies, equipment and products on 



green growth. Bottlenecks on commercialization of key technologies will be 

tackled so as to speed up the application and high-tech results and facilitate 

the industrial restructuring and the shift of development model.   

 

Second, speed up the spread of advanced, applicable green technologies. A 

mechanism to select, evaluate and roll out green technologies will be put in 

place, so as to drive the transformation of way of life and production. Efforts 

will be stepped up to apply advanced, applicable and generic technologies for 

public livelihood. International exchanges and cooperation on green growth 

will be enhanced. Forums, exhibitions and trading platforms on green 

products, technologies and equipment will be encouraged to improve the 

service system for circular economy.   

 

Third, accelerate the development of green industry. The role of government 

guidance and market regulation will be brought into full play to 

commercialize green technologies. A technological innovation system with 

enterprises as the main player will be built, and a national technology 

innovation program will be accelerated. Innovation elements such as 

incentives, funding, innovative talents, platforms and bases will be pooled 

towards enterprises to create an enabling environment for technological 

innovation, and accelerate the development of big-scale, well-performing and 

distictive green industrial clusters.   

 

In 2005, the Ministry of Science and Technology and the Science and 



Technology Commission of Macao Special Administrative Region signed an 

agreement to establish the Committee on Science and Technology 

Cooperation between the Mainland and Macao, which is responsible for 

coordinating scientific and technological exchanges between the two sides. 

Over the past years, the Committee has overseen diverse forms of 

collaboration in a wide range of fields such as energy conservation, 

environment protection, and biomedicine. Particularly in July 2010, related 

department of our ministry and Environmental Protection Bureau of Macao 

signed a letter of intent on research cooperation on energy conservation and 

environment protection. Since then, a regular mechanism on environment 

cooperation has been built, and fruitful results have been born in a range of 

fields, such as traffic pollution control, evaluation of electric vehicle 

energy-saving performance, electronic waste disposal, and in-door air 

purification. This has promoted green growth of Macao. Its our wish that the 

Mainland and Macao expand cooperation fields, and facilitate wider, broader 

and higher-profile collaboration in environment.   

 

Ladies and gentlemen, 

Green growth is the call of the times and a historical mission. Let's join hands 

to seize the crucial opportunity and commit ourselves to science and 

innovation for green growth. Let's forge ahead and lead the efforts to build a 

green, beautiful China with our own hands.  

 

Finally, I wish this forum a great success.  Thank you! 

 


